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Welcome Home.




The originallist of Morris County Vietnam veteramgs publishedMarch 29,2022,in honor of

National Vietnam War Veterans Day.

If you have additional information, corrections or notice omissions, or if you wish to submit a photo,
please contact Jan Williams, Cultural Resources Specialist at the Morris County Office of Planning and
Preservationjwilliams@co.morris.nj.us

Veterans:

if you want to honor the memories of buddies whose names you carry with you to this day, they will be
mentioned in your biography if you submit them.

Toenrollin the National Purple Heartlatabase, please contathe National Purple Heart Hall of Hono

https://www.thepurpleheart.com

To apply for a Morris County Distinguished Service Medal:

https://www.morriscountynj.gov/Departments/VeteranServices/Apphor-a-Morris-County
DistinquishedServiceMedal

If you've lost a medal, award, or decoratjgiease visit

https://www.archives.gov/veterans/replacenedals.html

If you would like to donate your personal Vietnam itemmisprovide originabr scans of photographs
anddocuments please contact:

The Morris County Historical Society

68 Lafayette Avenue
Morristown, NJ 07960

(973) 2673465

Amy Curndirectormchs@gmail.com
Anne MottoCollectionsMCHS @gmail.com
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The Vietham WarNovember 1,1955April 30, 1975

The United States sent Military Advisor Assistant Groups (M&dahe regionbeginningin 1955.
These LB forces were sent tdrain the South Vietnamese Arntg fight @mmunist forcesand gather
intelligence seven years before the entry inkdietnamon Februar?28,1961

Combatants
Anti-Communist forces

United States, France, Australidew ZealandThailand SouthVietnamese (Army of the Republic of
Vietnam ARVNU.N, South KoreaThe Philippines

V.
Communist forces

North Viethamese ArmgPeoplesArmy of North Vietham PAN NVA, Vietcong(National Liberation
Front, gierrilla campaigars in South Vietnam), Chindussia

Distance United States to Vietnans 8,568 miles.




Combatconditions
Vietnamis inthe tropical belt lying between the equator and the Tropic of Cancer.

While there are variations in temperature depending on the season and altitude, the primary seasonal
changes are markesimplyby variatiorsin rainfall In the north, the rainy season extends from mid
April to midOctober.

The city of Hanoi has an annuainfall of 68 inches, and in the mountains, rainfally exceed 160
inches.During the rainy season the average temperature in Hanoi averages 86 degrees.

Daily temperatures vary considerably in the Red River Delta region, especially in the dry season whe
the temperaturemay drop as low as 41 degrees.

The south is more tropical; temperaturesSaigorvary only between 6491 degrees throughout the
year.

Temperatures in the Central Highlands are cooler, ranging from 63 degrees in winter to 68 in summer.

In the lowland regionghe rainy season extends from May to November averaging 79 inches of rain.

The Snakes
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These reptiles were infamous for slithering over soldiers at nigtile trying to get some rest.
One soldier recalled:

GEKS 62NBEG LI NI 614 &82dz RARYQG 1y26 AF (KS& 6SNB
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One of the legends arising from the Vietnam War is that cobras were especially fond of Hueys as a
favorite placeo sleep.

Sources vary, but between B9 American troops werbitten by snakes each year of the war.



The Leeches

The 2nd Bn, 16th Infantry crossing a tributary of the Song Be River.

Ly FRRAGAZ2Y (2 SOSNBGKAedesSt 855 G(KSNB 480

Leeches were a part of most water crossingsKk S& QNB  y I dde | Bé&stwaydaNde®@ 6 Ay |j
with them was to burn them with a lighted cigarette and watch them curl @ptting them out was less
effective. If possible, we hadtodrop®ld G N2 dzZA SNE | yR R2 NXB3dzZ F NJ S

Mr. Stephen Reynolds. United States Army, 1sAkinor.
In country August 1969August 1970



Bob Hope continugentertainingdeployedtroops. The image above fsom the 1967 Da Nan@hristmas
show at Freedom Hillt wasin this show thatBobfamouslytranslaied Semper Fidlusas

GLGGBR OB 2dzad yIAf Ad oF Ol 2y¢

t | NB& A LavdlRy & RIgitkdBergeawan awardwinningcombat photographemphotographed Bob in
1968along with other stars that came to entertaillr. Berger reminisced fondly abounteeting
burlesque queenGypsy Rose LeBhe and her friends had knittdmboties for the troops in the hospital.

Sgt. Berger and Gypsy



a LD¢cemberl969 Bob Hope brought his Christmas Show (with siagaess Connie Stevens and the
D2f R 5A33ISNAE FNRY ¢+U0a 5SIy al NIAY {tKNRg20NJ (22 (IK2SLIS
arrival, the 2nd Bn, 16th Infantry conducted a sweep in the Rd8&ktjust outside of Lai Khe/e found
large caches of rocket propelled grenades (RPGs) and mortars all within easy range of the stage in Lai
Khet KS HkMcQ&d NBgIFNR X ¢S 324 G2 32 G2 a

MNHziK A& X 6S ¢SNB [ fadiresyGhgSteveysiharNdBohiHbpBheissingd A y 3 S NJ
KAG a2y3 FTNRY GKS piliK 5AYSyairzyQa OFGFf 2ni2> a2 SRR
. A t Stekens first asked if there was any Gl in the audience named Bill that could come up on stage
with her soshe could sing to himDamn near the entire First Division tried to get on that stage.
G2 SRRAyYy3 . Stf . fdzSa¢

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HWX2BnI0OGw

Mr. Stephen Reynolds. United States Army, 1sAkmor.
In country August 1969August 1970


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HWX2BnI0Gw

The Vietnam Warrevivesa tradition.
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The military has traditionand symbolslating back centuries. Many know thablue star that indicates
an active service member orgald star that indicates a family member has died in service.

Closely associated with the Vietham War is the yellow riibwage indicating that Prisoners of &v
and those Missing in Action are not forgotten.

¢KS GNIRAGAZ2Y 2F gSFENAY3I NROOG2Yya 0S3ILYy Ay (GKS 1YS
colors, indicating what unit their husband served with.

The wives of cavalry soldiers wore yellow, bpiizingd gyalty.

¢CKS a2y3 a¢AS | &Stft2g NAROO2YE &ddzyd o0& ¢2ye& hNILly
1973, when the trio performed at the Super Bowl to welcome hom@@XVs captured during the
Vietnam War.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjgBhZj 37U

The song was number one on tB#lboard chartfor four weeksn 1973


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjqBhZj_37U

Areas:
The DMZ

Gulf of Haina)|
Tonkin (CHINA

THAILAND

CAMBOD&

Demilitarized ZonéDMZ)is a military term that refers to a cdmat-free area betweerenemies

The DMZ ivietnamlay near the 17th parallel. The boundary between North Vietham was established
as the Ben Hai River.

The DMZ extendethree mileson each side of the river. ThstablishedMZ was breached by the
North Viethamese Army (NVA) when they constructedieeChi Minh Trathat allowed for the
transport of troops and supplies to the Vietcong, in the south.

TheU.S. militaryand the Army of the Republic of Vietham (ARVN), in tangit to stop the flow of
soldiers and supplies, built a series of bases surrounddshiiyed wire electrified fencing, and land
mines along Route 9, about six miles south of and parallel to the DMZ.

Tea SNASE 2F ol aSa o0SOFYSItyygbREHRAS MdNEna@ahahS: Y I NI |
Secretary ofDefense.

Some of the war's fiercest fighting occurred along that lkfee Sanh, Camp Carroll, and tockpilé,
a hill in the middle of the Cam Lo valley.



Iron Triangle

Saigon River

Cu Chi Base Camp

Iron Triangle waa 115 square mile enemy enclave, a strategically important area within striking
distance of Saigon City, the capital of South Vietnam.

| 2@3SNBR o6& StSLKIyYyd 3INIaazr o02dzyRSR o6& 2dzy3ftSa |y
cover for NMroops toconceal their numbers, bases, and tunnel operings

*The infamous tunnels in Cui Chi, Vietnam were constructti\iil to fightoff Japanese invasion; the
system was expandetlringthe ViethamWar.

The tunnels wergquite complexhavingwells supplying fresh water, arms caches, and kitchens
They werdooby trapped in a variety of ways
The dangerous mission to clear the tunnels were carried out by s@ldieBsNA IA Y | ft t & 1y 26y |
wdzy Y SNE ¢ A GK (KE&SkE& ¥SlySodnibgdududbinéinfedy dzy v Sdamev | ( a ¢
into wide use

G ¢ dzy y Sweretypicallyt équipped only with pistoland a flashlight.

ArmyMajor Alexander Boroff, son of Captdioel BoroffChathamaccompanied his father back to
Vietnam inJuly2018. The Major attempted tentera tunnel opening

For reference, Maj. BoroffisQ n¢ G € @



MekongRiver
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The Mekong River and itsimerous tributariesare essentiain rice production During the VietnanWar,
poor road infrastructure made overland communications and movement difficult. The South
Vietnamese Army attempted to protectémarshland, swamps, canals, and rivers from thereyn
made difficultwith fragmented troopsand poor communicatiogapabilities defense was essentially
ineffective.By 1967 the American militahad designed a unique organization known as the U. S.
Mobile Riverine Forgeermedd wA @GS NJ wl (G 3@ SBIN KA N2 BE ¢ @ I

These groups would patrol the river and its tributargsl provednvaluable in transporting supplies
andpersonnel.

Gulf of Tonkin

China
~(YVietnami
* RedRiver), = Leizhou Peninsula
l T>Hainan Strait
I* “Hainan Island
| Luzon Strait
| Gulf of Tonkin

South China Sea
(East Vietnam Sea)

The Gulf of Tonkin is the northern arm of t8euth China Sedhe Gulf borders the coastlimef
Vietnam and the Chinese territories of Guangxi Province, Hainan Island, and the Leizhou Peninsula.

TonkinGulf is 300 miles long and 150 miles wide.

The Red River is the primary source of water while the Vietnamese Port of Haiphoting &fdnese
Pat of Peihai are the main seaports.



Two Frequently asked questions:

What wasThe Tet Offensive
Tetisthe annualVietnamesd_unarNew Yeaand is the most important public holiday in Vietnam.
CKS 62NR a¢SiGé A GTeSidderizedon tTylia bEAREFGA Tl fye &«
dFeast of the First Morning of the First Bay

Relying upon a relaxed atmosphere of Tekbrations the North Viethameserganized a series of
surpriseattacks on more thaomne hundredcities and outposts in South Vietnam

The offensive was an attempt tocite rebellion among the South Vietnamese dodcethe United
States to scaldownits involvement in the Vietham War.

The Tet Offensiviastedfrom January 3@o September 23, 1968.

What wasdOperation Ranch Har&?

& actical use'herbicideswere usedy the U.S. militanyaspart of itsarsenain the ViethamWar.

Of ( KS dheibisidésite mostfamiliar istAgent Orangé anickname attributedo the orange
containers it was stored in

Herbicideswere used in the jungles to eliminant the leaf canopy, exposing enemy positions.
The defoliantvassprayed byplaneor by troops usinchand-held apparatus

The operation lastedrom 1961 to 197102 RS  y®p¥r&tiéh Ranch Hasd

Effects of Agent Orange exposwvas discoveretb have caused a myriad debilitatinghealth issues
presentingdecadesafter initial exposure



TheBeginning ofTheEnd of The Vietnam Waand a Final Weather Report

The Paris Peac&ccords

In February 197@hen- national security advisor Henry Kissingader President Richard Nixdegan
secret meetings with North Viethamese negotiator Le Dhiooutsidethe city of Paris, France

Little progress would be made until 1972.

Finally, in January 1973, representatives of the United States, North and South Vietnam, and the
Vietcong signed peace agreemsirt Paris, ending the direct U.S. military involvement in the Vietnam
War.

Provisions included a ceadige throughout Viethamthe withdrawal of U.Sorces releaseof prisoners
of war, and the reunification of North and South Vietnam

The South Viethamese government was to remain in place until new elections were held, and North
Vietnamese forces in thauth were not to advace further.

6AO O 2 NdRidlgastwo sets of documents had to be drawn up for signature, as the Southarietse
refused to sign documenteferringto the Vietcong
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White Christmas

Although theUnited Statedad withdrawnmost of itscombat forces from Vietnam after the signing of
the Paris Peace Accaapproximately 5,00@&mericangemained.

ThenPresident Richard Nixpnonvincedthat the North Vietnamese would not honor theccord, had
secretly promised South Viet¥a Kl & GKS ! yAGSR {41 G§S&a ¢2dAZ R aNBa
Vietnam violated the treaty.

The Watergate scanddbrced Nixof i@sigration from the presidencyn August 81974 and the NVA
capitalized on the distractioby planning a frestoffensivefor early1975.

After winning a decisive battle at Ban Me Thuot aeizingthe central highlands, the North Viethamese
invaded thesouth, capturingthe key cities of Quang Tri and Hue

¢KS FILtt 2F 51 bl yidames{clydnbredenMBrih20 Y Qa aS$02

One month later, oApril 29, Armed Forces Radio broadcast théiday songdWhite Christmas
followed by the announcement

GThe Temperature in Saigon is 105 degleg§ R NA a A y I dé

This waghe codedsignal tocommencesvacuatingemainingAmericandrom Vietnam immediatelas
invasion was imminent

This begins The Fall of Saigtire capital city of South Vietnam

The citysurrendered on April 301975

Two hours before the city fellhe lastAmerican troop$ad evacuatedff the United StateEmbassy
roof by helicopter; MSGTuan José Valdeaf Californiawas thelast Marine to board théastflight out
of Vietnam

In 1976,Saigon was renamddo Chi Minh Cityafter the formercommunistpresident of Vietnam

Ho Chi Minh.

In 2015 MSGT (Retyaldezreturned to Vietnanon the anniversary of the Fall of Saigon



Aftermath: The Return Home

Prior toAfghanistan(2001-2021) the Vietham War was the longest conflict in American nnjlitastory.

Vietnamis often S ¥ S NNB R iiisBTeldvisior?( K NsEth énilions ofstatesideAmericars watching
nightly coverage as the waontinued Due to time lagAmericans viewetbst ground in Vietnam
without a follow-up report the ground wasubsequentlyregained by Americaforces

Support for the troops began to erode.
Further eroding moralevere prominent actors Jane Fonda and Donald Sutherland.
¢CKS (g2 aidH NIhEGR alkylga 'A¥ Elzethe Armyg).

In 1972 Fondawent to North Vietham taour Hanoiandappeared orNVradio programs to speak out
F3rAyad GKS | oyidnam BliedasfiimBdsigng dag laugh®dand wagbhotographed
wearing a NV helmetitting onan anttaircraft gun eaning her thederisivey A O1 y I YS &l | y2 A W]

With public sentiment inflamedy graphictelevisedimagesand the lengh of the war someAmericans
directedtheir angerat returningsoldiers the very troops they demandelge returnedhome.

Veteranshaverecountedbeing metat airports and bus terminalsith protestsigns verbalabuse and
physical assault§.hey were then advised not toavelin uniform.

When in publicsomeveterans describetbeingsubjected torage,indifference simplyignored,treated
with suspicionfearand loathingby their fellow Americans

Discriminatiomagainst the Vietnam veteraiwok multiple forms: denial ofmembership in social clubs
organizationsr refusedemployment

PsychiatrisRobert Jay Liftoinformeda senatecommittee in 197Qhat the (Vietham)veteran

GNBGANYE &8 I GFAYGSR AYGNHRSNXEA]1Ste G2 3881 02
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Lifton characterizedhe process of readjustmento civilian lifefor the Vietnam vetvas one of
GNBKdzYF yAT FGA2y dé

SomeMorris CountyVietnam veterans have expresseginaininganguish andesentment of the
stereotype fixed upon them as angry, violerseeking, brutal individuals.

Sme Vietham vetdaveopted not to disclosgubliclythat they had served.

Thank you to the Morris County Vietnam veterans who providedekperiencemcluded in the above
segment.



Aftermath: Attempts to Apologizeand Acknowedge

For her part, Jane Fonda has apologized, not for the visit to Hamiofior allowing herselfd be
photographed sitting on an anéircraft gun

Over the years, tteempts have beemadeby thewider publicto make amendgor the unprecedented
crueltyleveled atVietnam veterans

In 198, New York Citheld a paradén honor ofVietnam vetsChicago followed suit

In 1987, citiemcrossthe United States held a seriescoR St 02YS |1 2YS¢ LJ NI} RSa

In 2015, The Recognition of the™Anniversarnof The Vietnam War act was signed.

In November 2015\lorris Count2 & 5 FPlalinihg &2PFeservatiotisplayed the names ofall Morris
County Vietnam War casualtiesthe county ldrary.

In 2017,The Vietham War Veterans Recognition Wwassigned into lawdesignaing March 29of each
year as National Vietnam War Veterans Day.

On September28,2021, abill proposing dormal apology to Vietnam veterangas introducedoy the
United States Congress

On October 25, 2021, the hill was referred to subcommittee.

https://www.congress.qgov/117/bills/hjres59/BIL#13 7 hjres59ih.pdf

Bill summary

GThis joint resolution recognizes the sacrifice of veterans of the Vietham War and commends them for
their sacrifice to the United States. The joigolution also urges the President to formally acknowledge
the widespread mistreatment of such veterans and issue a formal apology to the veterans and their
families. Additionally, the joint resolution expresses urgent support for increased educateiteto b
reflect the sacrifice and treatment of Vietham veterans.

A civiliantradition hasbegun, stemmingfrom the returning VietnanveterarQ éxperience

In addition to greetingictive military oSG SNI> ya @A GK G¢KFy]l @&2dz F2NJ &2
a2 St 02 Y SnaKhe yigo allreturningveterans

This phrase ieenderedin remembrance thaVietnam veeransdid notreceivethe respectand
gratitudefor their serviceon theirreturn.


https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hjres59/BILLS-117hjres59ih.pdf

Aftermath: The Vietham Wall

' FGSN) 6 GOKAY3 G4KS FAEfY a¢KS 5SSNI I dzy i SNE =
needed a symbol of recognition from America their service and sacrifice.

By 1979 a memorial fund was formed, and in 198@ lsnConstitution Gardens was authorized for the
memorial placement.

A design competition was announced, andyZhrold Yale architecture student Maya Lin earned the
unanimous selection.

The memorial wall dedication on November 1982 ,was accompaniety a 56hour readingn the
Washington National Cathedral of all the engraved names

Visitors often make a rubbing of a name as a mementieave a token of remembrance

The Wall contains the names $8,318(2021) men and women who died in combat aredisted as
missing in action (MIA).

Theveterandriven, swift process frondesign constructionand dedicatiorof the Vietham Memorial
Wallperhaps influenced the construction ofher war memorials in D.C:

Korea, dedicated in 199%orld War |l dedicatd in 2004 and the World WaMemorialdedicated in
2021.

+AShy



Aftermath: Rolling Thunder

hLISNFGA2Yy aw2ffAy3d ¢KdzyRSNE 61 a GKS O2RSYIYS F2NJ
War. U.S. military aircraft attacked targetsNorth Vietnam from March 1965 to October 1968.

For years after the Vietnam War, reports circulated of Amerie®Ws still living in captivity.

Disturbed by these reports, Vietham veteran Ray Manzo gathered fellow veterans and organized a
motorcycle demonstration to draw attention to American soldiers declared MIA/POW.
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The first run on Memorial Day in 1988 hexighly 2500 motorcycles. One of the participants quipped:
LG gAff az2dzyR tA1S NRffAYy3d GKdzy RSNJ 2 @SN
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motorcycle event.

The last ride othe Rolling Thundeorganizationoccurred inMay 2019.
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Originalwatercolorby ThomasF. Miller, HanovemNew Jersey
United States Marine Corps
In country JulyDecember 1965

Purple Heart



Morris County Veterans

Charles R. Abella
Mt. Olive

United States Air Force

William A. Albert

Parsippany

United States Air Force

John D. Aleander
Randolph

United States Army

Russell J. Allaman
awdza a ¢
Denville
United States Marine Corps

Member of the Denville American Legion Post 390.



Charles W. Alleger
Washington Township
United States Army

New JersePistinguished Service Medal

Gary John Allen

Gary John Allen
Hometown City: Hanover
Hometown State: New Jersey
Service Branch: Army
Conflict: Vietnam 1957-1975

National Purple Heart Hall of Honor entry
Hanover
United States Arm@RD BN 8TH INFANTRYTH INF DIV
GCAIKGAYI 9 3t Sa¢é

November 91968,Kontum Province

Vietham Memorial Wall

Panel 39W, Line 39

https://www.morriscountynj.gov/files/sharedassets/public/departments/planning/survey/vietnam
wall.pdf



https://www.morriscountynj.gov/files/sharedassets/public/departments/planning/survey/vietnam-wall.pdf
https://www.morriscountynj.gov/files/sharedassets/public/departments/planning/survey/vietnam-wall.pdf

Matthew J. Allen
Florham Park
Servce unknown

Morris County Distinguished Service Medal

Sherman R. Allen
Madison
United States Army

Member ofthe American Legion Post 312.

William J. Allen
Florham Park
United States Army
New Jersey Viethnam Service Medal

Morris CountyDistinguished Service Medall

Edward Ailling
Mt. Olive
Service unknown

Morris County Distinguished Service Medal

Edward B. Amster
Florham Park
United States Army

Morris County Distinguished Service Medal



hristopher W. Anderson
Mount Arlington
United States NawSS Spartanburg County $1982

Served as a U.S. Navy firefighter

Mr. Anderson served during the final year of the war, through the fall of Saigon, then was assigned to
the USS John F. Kennedy, an aircraft carrier, during OperatemBbaress with NATO in the
Mediterranean and Turkey. He later participated in the 1976 The United States Bicentennial flotilla in
New York City before being honorably discharged.

Morris County Distinguished Service Medal

Kenneth Anderson
Butler
United States Army
Mr.Anderso®a yIFYS FyR AYyF2NNIGA2Y 61 & LINRPBOARSR aN
remembered his friends on Arch Street, Budédrafted into the Army.
The friends attended Butler High School.

Thank you, Mr. Geordggurns. Welcome home.



Robert Anderson
Butler
United States Army

Mr. Anders@” (hame and information was provided Mr. George Burns, United States Army, who
remembered his friends on Arch Street, Bud#drafted into the Army.

The friendsattended Butler High School.

Thank you, Mr. George Burns. Welcome home.

Robert L. Anderson

Denville

United States Army

William H. Anderson
Dover

United States Army



Robert T. Angiuoli
Chester

United States Army

Joseph Paul Andrisano, Jr.
Rockaway Township

United States Army

Edward A. Aniskiewicz
Montville

United States Army

Anonymous Morris County Vietnam veteran wishes to remember

David Alan Patton

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
United States Marine Corps

June 71969,Quang Nam Province

Vietham Memorial Wall

Panel 23W, Line 105



Robert Labudde Asmuth, Jr.

Mt. Lakes
United States ArmgST BN 46TH INFANTRY 198TH INFANTRY BDE
July 26, 1970Quang Tin Province
Purple Heart

Mt. Lakes Memorial

Vietnam Memorial Wall

Panel8W, Line54

https://www.morriscountynj.gov/files/sharedassets/public/departments/planning/survey/vietnam
wall.pdf

RobertM. Aughey
Mount Arlington
United States Marine Corps

New Jersey Vietnam Service Medal


https://www.morriscountynj.gov/files/sharedassets/public/departments/planning/survey/vietnam-wall.pdf
https://www.morriscountynj.gov/files/sharedassets/public/departments/planning/survey/vietnam-wall.pdf

